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Abstract
Higher education in agricultural sciences in Nepal formally began in 1972 with the
establishment of Tribhuvan University’s Institute of Agriculture and Animal Sciences (IAAS)
in Rampur, Chitwan. Today, Nepal has three agricultural universities (TU IAAS, Himalayan
College of Agriculture Science and Technology (HICAST) in Bhaktapur, and Agriculture and
Forestry University (AFU) in Chitwan) and several agricultural colleges and polytechnic
institutes throughout the country. While these agricultural institutions focus primarily on
training agricultural scientists and specialists, Government of Nepal/Department of Agriculture
conducts agricultural outreach through its district agricultural development offices in all 75
districts. The country’s agricultural research is shouldered by Nepal Agriculture Research
Council (NARC), which coordinates research activities through its five regional headquarters
and several research stations throughout the country. The author had an opportunity to spend
about five months in Nepal as a Fulbright Senior Fellow for Agriculture. The assignment entailed visiting an extensive
number of agricultural academic institutions, government research institutes, private farms, and non-governmental
organizations engaged in agricultural development. This presentation highlights the functioning of these institutions as it
relates to agricultural manpower development, research, and outreach. Current challenges and future prospects of these
agricultural institutions in Nepal’s overall agricultural development are discussed.
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